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When Historiography meets Hakka:
Re-recognition after Deconstruction

Cheng-hui Lin"™

Assistant Researcher Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica

We both know that historical materials are an important cornerstone
in historical research, but there has a special case in Hakka research. When
Taiwan launched Hakka research after the war, the term “Hakka” has lately
been formed, but the concept of “Hakka” has had a long history of the Cen-
tral Plains moving to the south. However, as the research deepens, research-
ers could not find the term “Hakka” in historical materials, so they began
to reflect on what Hakka was, and then re-recognized Hakka. This process
witnesses the real process cycling from? the social history of the edge theory,
to construction theory in the historiography. Those theories of ethnic origins
cannot be directly regarded as historical facts. They mustreturn to the context
of time and space, clarify the process of their formation, and then they can
move a little close to historical facts. Therefore, take Hakka research as an
example. I consider that in addition to the importance attached to historical
materials, it is necessary to communicate with other disciplines in order to

explore a more genuine/authentic Hakka history.
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